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 I lift up my eyes to the hills, where does my help come from?  
My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth. (Psalm 121:1-2)  
 
     If hope is dependant on always having perfect health, a perfect family life, a perfect 
church, or perfect friends, then hope is simply an unreachable utopia since most of us don�t 
have that �picture perfect life.�  But, from God�s point of view, hope is not a matter of hav-
ing good luck or bad luck. Hope is a matter of faith. Hope is a matter of holding on tightly to 
the eternal reality that �God is with us always.� Life may have dealt you a low blow or a 
setback. Life may not be what you envisioned or expected. But God is certainly by your 
side, helping you to pick up the pieces of your life and making the best out of it. 
 
 

     �There are dates that people hold in their minds all the time, dates of good 
times and bad times. For me the 24th of April 2004 will always be one of those 
dates. The day I fell from Stanage Edge (England) and paralyzed myself. That 
day is not something I have ever looked back on with regret, obviously I�d pre-
fer to not be in a wheelchair, but I don�t think of it all and wonder what if, or 
wonder why. As you will understand when you read the events of that day, far 
from being unlucky at becoming paralyzed, I am lucky to be alive. I look at the 
24th of April as the luckiest day of my life and the start of just another chapter 
in my life.�  
  
     These are the words of Andy Campbell, a professional skier and self-proclaimed �wheel 
chair adventurer.� His life was highlighted in the 2009 ski movie �Dynasty�, produced by 
the renowned ski icon Warren Miller. Despite the many setbacks and tragedies he has faced, 
Andy�s life and professional accomplishments represent that picture of hope that needs to be 
engraved in our hearts and minds as we begin a new year. I am not sure if Andy is a Christian 
man, but I do know the Author of the words �Die Living� stenciled onto his monoski. �I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of 

wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it 
dies, it produces many seeds. The man who loves his life will lose it, while the 
man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.� (John 12:24-
25)  Jesus is saying, �Die to your fears that choke my Words of hope in you. 
Die to your pessimism and negativity that steals my Joy in you.  Die to your 
obsession of always getting your way.� 
 
     As your pastor, I am very thankful for you, because I can see how many of 
you have defied the odds and overcome tragedy. I am thankful for you, be-
cause your lives have become a picture of hope to me and the many people 
around you. I am thankful for you, even though I don�t know what your bill of 
health will be in 2010, how the stock market will affect your savings and re-
tirement in 2010, or how your children will behave in 2010. But I know that in 
2010, we will hope together, pray together, and serve together. And we will 
attempt new and great things together, because God has promised to be with 
us. My prayer is that in 2010 we will die living, die hoping, and die serving 
Christ together. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Pastor Daniel Mejia  
 
 
      

Pastor Daniel Mejia 
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Andy Campbell on his mono-
ski preparing to ski-jump. 



A BLAST FROM THE PAST 
By Pastor Daniel Mejia 
 
     This new section will be dedicated to looking back at the history of our church through meaningful pictures, documents, 
and anecdotes from the past. In our first effort, Mildred Bladen gave us this letter that she received on July 12, 1954. As you 
read this letter, you will see the clear intention of the Committee on Policy to open wide the doors of our church to the com-
munity. What a great testimony. Fifty-five years later our church is doing and trying new ways to make our church a safe 
place for the youth in our community. I hope you will be inspired by the bold message of this letter. In many ways, this is a 
prophetic letter with prophetic words for what we want to do and become in 2010, a church of �Open Hearts, Open 
Minds, Open Doors.�  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The text of the above memo is reproduced below: 
 
�It is the opinion of the Committee on Policy that the church and its facilities should be in service to the entire community 
regardless of church membership.  We recommend the establishment of a broad, progressive recreational and social pro-
gram which will supplement the spiritual work of the church in the community.  Therefore, the Committee on Policy recom-
mends a more liberal program, including, under church supervision, such activities as square and social dancing, ping-
pong, volley ball, audio-visual aids and other such activities within a wholesome atmosphere.� 
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
By Mike Hatton and George Urick, Co-Chairmen 
  
     As the activity level for all of us at Emmanuel is increased during the Christmas season of Advent, a decision was made that the 
Worship Committee would not meet in December. However, all members remain in touch with Rev. Mejia and each other on an as 
needed basis. 
  
     A quick reminder to everyone reading the Lamplighter about a new time change coming up soon: Traditional worship service 
NEW time to start will be at 11:15 a.m. beginning January 3rd, 2010.  Sunday School classes will meet from 10:15-11:00 
a.m. Advertisement in the Beltsville News also reflects this time change, so that everyone in the community readership is being in-
formed. 
  
     Individual and family Advent wreaths seem to have been a big hit at Emmanuel this year. If you don't have one yet, it�s not too 
late to pick up materials in the narthex to make one. Also, pick up an Advent calendar of devotions for 2009. Enjoy reading from the 
booklet all of the daily selections. They are very uplifting to the spirit and do help to remind us of the true meaning of Christmas. 
  
     Members of the Worship Committee wish to thank the congregation for its continued support in 2009. May you and your families 
all have a blessed Christmas Season with much hope for the New Year. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
By Todd Reitzel 
 
     For the New Year, the Sunday School teachers share below what their 
classes have been doing and what they will do in the New Year. Come join us 
soon! 
 
     PreK through 1st grade. Our fall lessons began with Joseph receiving a 
beautiful coat from his father Jacob and how this impacted his life with God. As 
Moses led the Israelites from Egypt to Jericho, our class traveled with them 
learning about their struggles and how God was always with them during the 
long journey. Winter will teach the children about Jesus� life from birth into his 
adult life. We will also begin learning the Lord�s Prayer. --Linda Hiner 
 
     2-5 grade. The 2nd through 5th grade class has been well attended with eight 
students enrolled, and an average of six in attendance each week. This is a new 
class that began in September with Miss Scarlet as teacher and Miss Crystal as 
her assistant. We welcome Crystal Webb who joined the Sunday School Depart-
ment last summer. Crystal brings much enthusiasm and many new ideas to use 
in the classroom. The students have been very busy learning about Joseph, 
Moses, Isaiah, and the coming of Jesus. �Scarlet Robertson 
 
     6-8 grade. We have been studying the strength of good friendships. We 
started with Ruth and Naomi. Difficulties in friendships such as negative behav-
iors were discussed. We have been using our student journals. We have been 
praying for our families, friends, and neighbors. --Debbie McNitt 
 
     9-12 grade. Learn more about Jesus and the Bible as we explore topics using 
the weekly scripture readings and other topics chosen by our class. --Patrick 
and Sarah Elliott 
 
     Adult Study: 1 Corinthians through Ephesians. What does the bible say? What does this passage mean? How does the Scrip-
ture relate to my life? The adult bible class welcomes you as we are embarking on a journey that will strengthen your understanding 
and appreciation of the Bible. We are studying Corinthians and will continue Paul�s letters (Epistles) to the Galatians and Ephe-
sians...what a wonderful New Year�s, resolution! --Jane Grays 
 
     Adult Study: Following Jesus: Steps to a Passionate Faith. By means of a nonlinear journey through the Bible, we have been 
rediscovering the parts of the Holy Trinity, the unique characteristics of Jesus, and the fruits and gifts of the Holy Spirit. In the New 
Year we will move forward learning how to live better in faith and in service. 
 

WORKING ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
�YOUR JESUS IS TOO SAFE� 
 

Cutting through the glossy, modern perceptions of 
Jesus, Jared C. Wilson returns to the Gospels for 
twelve raw, realistic portraits of Christ in this 
revolutionary book. Your Jesus Is Too Safe offers 
a clear image of the historical figure of Christ in 
his biblical and cultural context. Ideal for readers 
dissatisfied with the �Buddy Jesus� that has per-
vaded the evangelical landscape, Your Jesus is 
too Safe provides a devotional, inspirational sur-
vey of Christ and his kingdom with a conversa-
tional style, humor, and solid theological founda-
tion. 
 
Join us Thursday  
nights 7:00 p.m. at the 
parsonage, 11305 Ce-
dar Lane, Beltsville, 
Md. 
 
If you are interested in 
joining us contact 
Pastor Daniel Mejia at 
dmejia3686@aol.com 
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CHURCH COUNCIL 
By Charlie Deegan, Chairman   
 
     The New Year is upon us. Emmanuel 
made it through 2009 in remarkable shape 
considering the economy. While 2010 
doesnít look much better for our country 
and community financially, we continue to 
pray and hope for better days ahead. Spiri-
tually our church family is doing very well. 
Our ministries are growing as well as our 
membership. We pray that our good works 
continue to grow. However, we are very 
close to ending 2009 in a fiscal deficit and 
unlike the federal government we canít just 
print more money. Now donít get me 
wrong - the lights arenít in danger of going 
out. But we do need to be ever vigilant of 
our spending habits. While everything we 
do as a church family seems necessary, the 
reality of the dollar has to be considered. 
 
     The Church Council set forth an ambi-
tious budget for 2010. But the number of 
pledge cards that have been turned in is 
down from last year. This is not a good 
way to start the year. At our next Church 
Council meeting we must decide to either 
cut our budget or find a way to raise some 
dollars. Deciding whether to cut programs 
(and if so, by how much) is never easy, but 
it is particularly difficult if we donít know 
how much money we can expect to have 
coming in. Thatís why receiving pledge 
cards from our members is so important. 
So I am asking that you look into your 
heart and return a pledge card for 2010 
ASAP. Now remember, nobody will ever 
say a word to you if you are unable to keep 
your pledge or if you give more than your 
pledge amount. As a matter of fact, no one 
but the Financial Secretary will even know 
how much you pledge/give. But that little 
pledge card will go a long way toward 
helping your church leadership plan this 
yearís events. So please, turn in a pledge 
card with the amount you think you will 
give this year, if you havenít already done 
so. That will give the Financial Secretary 
an estimate of the amount Emmanuel can 
expect to receive. The Council will take it 
from there. 
 
     On a related subject, Todd Reitzel has 
served as both Financial Secretary and 
Sunday School Superintendent at Em-
manuel for the past year. Given the amount 
of time Todd has been devoting to the Sun-
day School, he has asked to be relieved as 
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Financial Secretary in 2010. So we need a 
volunteer for that job. It requires a detail-
oriented person who can spare about an 
hour a week to record the contributions, 
plus a couple of hours every three months to 
print and mail the quarterly statements. The 
good news is that a computer program is 
already set up, so the hard work has been 
done for you! 
   
     If detailed computer work is not your 
thing, I have one other volunteer job open 
that should be very rewarding. The congre-
gation now worshipping at Emmanuel 
United Methodist Church will be 175 years 
old in 2011! We need someone to head up 
our 175th Anniversary Committee. Ways to 
observe this auspicious occasion are limited 
only by our imaginations, so hereís a great 
opportunity for a creative team leader. The 
Chairman of the 175th Anniversary Commit-
tee will have a lot of help from every mem-
ber of the Church Council. We just need 
someone to guide observation of this very 
special occasion throughout the year. 
 
     As you see, there are a number of ways 
to serve God and our church besides giving 
money. Giving your time is just as valuable. 
If you are interested in serving as Financial 
Secretary or in leading or serving on the 
175th Anniversary Committee, give me a 
call at 301-937-7070. 
 
 
FINANCE 
By Bill Raulin, Finance Chairman 
 
     Christmas is over and we are all back to 
normal. I need you to get back to writing 
check amounts on envelopes. As usual, your 
name isnít necessary as the financial secre-
tary only uses the envelope numbers. We 
handle over 100 envelopes a week and if 
yours slips through blank, you will not get 
the credit. It is very difficult to track a 
month or more later, but we will take your 
word for it 
 
    When making donations for causes other 
than your pledge or offering, please either 
put it in a separate envelope marked for the 
cause (such as flowers, ESOL, Family Life, 
etc.) or be sure the check is marked clearly 
so we can post it to the proper ministry and 
keep your statement listed correctly. 
 
     Thank you for another year of doing 
Godís work. 

COMMUNITY PLACE 
CAFÉ   
By Ann Rowland 
 

     If you had stopped by the church dur-
ing the evening of December 4th you 
would have been greeted by the aroma of 
chocolate chip, sugar and peanut butter 
cookies baking in the kitchen ovens. At-
tending these yummy treats were the ten 
members of Girl Scout Troop 4129 ac-
companied by their leader, Debbie Mast. 
Most of these 9th grade girls (and two 8th 
graders) have been meeting every other 
week at Emmanuel for the last four to five 
years with Ms. Mast as their leader.  
 

     At this level, Ms. Mast said, ìIt is a 
girl run Troop.î They set up their calen-
dar and always include a service project. 
This year they chose to bake cookies for 
the churchís ministry at Community Place 
Café (CPC) at First United Methodist 
Church in Hyattsville where we serve 75 
ñ 100 homeless, working poor and jobless 
individuals a hot nutritious lunch once a 
month. When asked what this project 
meant to the girls, Ms. Mast said ìthey 
felt privileged to be asked to do some-
thing for the less fortunate.î The very fact 
that all ten of the girls came out to partici-
pate in the service project speaks volumes 
of their enthusiasm for service to others. 
 
       
    
   
  
 

While we serve cake baked by Emmanuel 
volunteers each month, the cookies were 
an extra treat that they could take with 
them to satisfy their sweet tooth at a later 
time. The recipients of the program at 
CPC were grateful for the special treats 
and especially thankful that a group of 
Girl Scouts would take the time to do 
something for them. Itís refreshing to 
know that girls at this age place such a 
high value on service to others. If you 
would like to join us in helping the home-
less at CPC by cooking, serving or baking 
a cake please call Elsie Cline at 301-937-
6024 or Ann Rowland at 301-572-5250.  
 
 


